
 

First time I heard “It’s snowing on my piano” I knew I had 
found a record I would want to hear again and again. Bugge 
creates spaces in those famous songs for his improvisations, 
which manage to not only find cherished memories from my 
childhood buried deep within, but also to happen upon new 
perspectives that put me in a philosophical state of mind. 
 

I always put on this record at nightfall from late October to 

January and it’s always a bit of a sad time when I have to put it 
away until the dark evenings of autumn return. Very often, 
when we have guests, I put the CD in the tray (if it’s not 
already there) and after a while the atmosphere in the room 
changes. A comfortable silence – the type that doesn’t miss 
words - enters our minds, and I have yet to encounter someone 
who didn’t write down the name of the recording upon first 
listen. Those who have smile knowingly when they hear the 
faint reindeer bells at the beginning. As a musician I also take 
pleasure in Bugge’s magic touch. I wish classical pianists 
around the world would listen to his way of producing sound. 
 

He listens to each tone in such a way that he knows when to 

make the next one appear just at the right moment, mellow or 
delicate as needed. We are present in the moment yet part of a 
journey. Of course, part of the sound’s magic is due to 
Rainbow studios eminent expertise. 
 

I have lost count of how many copies I have bought; together, 
with a nice bottle of Amarone or Barolo they make the perfect 
gift. 
 

Henning Kraggerud, Norwegian classical violonist 
August 20th, 2014 (only 2 months left before it snows in my 
living room) 
 

 
 

“It’s snowing on my piano” is also available on vinyl: 
ACTLP 9260-1 
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It’s snowing on my piano 
ACT 9260-2  

„It’s snowing on my piano“ year by year: Bugge 
Wesseltofts piano solo album is the faithful musical 

companion for Christmas time - without pathos, but 
full of passion and love. Released in 1997 the album is 
celebrated all over the world for it‘s almost 

transcendental beauty and timeless meditative power. 
With 150.000 copies sold to date, “the greatest 
Christmas-CD in contemporary jazz“ (German 

newspaper WAZ) became a modern Christmas classic. 
 
 

On a sunny late summer day in Oslo on September 8 I met 
Siggi Loch first time. He was there to research for a 
compilation of Norwegian Christmas music recordings and 
was struggling to make a breakthrough. After a wonderful 
conversation about music and jazz Siggi asked me if I could 

ever imagine doing an album of Christmas songs for his label 
ACT Music. 
 

I really had to think this over as I’m not a huge fan of Christmas 
and all the dingledangle, hysteric happiness, manic Christmas 
shopping and commercialism that comes with it. I would have 
to find other reasons for making such an album. 
When I was younger, I helped out at a psychiatric hospital and 
it was a huge shock for me to see another side to Christmas, a 
far cry from the peaceful happy family gathering I was used to. 
Unfortunately Christmas is also a high season for nervous 
breakdowns, mental problems and, even worse, domestic 
violence, worried children and extended drinking. 
 

I came to the conclusion that I could make some extremely 
peaceful, slow and quiet versions of Christmas songs for all 
those finding Christmas stressful and scary. After releasing the 
album I found out, to my surprise, that these quiet songs struck 
a chord across the spectrum - from people who found 
Christmas too stressful, to people whose Christmas was filled 
with perfection, happiness, perfectly made food, the right 
presents, mothers in law and more! 
 

I do believe “It’s snowing on my piano” will remain the album 
and the music I have made in my life that has touched the most 
people. I am very honoured and moved by that fact. When 

recording it I had no other intention than to create a peaceful 
moment in life. 
 

Bugge Wesseltoft 
Oslo, September 2014 
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01 It’s Snowing On My Piano (Bugge Wesseltoft) 5:02 

02 In Dulce Jubilo (traditional) 6:05 

03 Mitt hjerte alltid vanker (traditional) 4:46 

04 Deilig er jorden (traditional) 4:18 

05 O Little Town Of Bethlehem (Lewis Redner) 4:51 

06 Du grønne, glitrende tre (Edvard Grieg) 3:28 

07 Det kimer nå til julefest (traditional) 4:16 

08 What Child Is This [Greensleeves] (traditional) 3:41 
09 Kimer, I klokker (traditional) 3:51 

10 Es ist ein Ros entsprungen (Michael Praetorius) 3:09 
11 Stille Nacht, heilige Nacht (F.X. Gruber, J. Mohr) 5:43 

12 Into Eternal Silence (Bugge Wesseltoft) 3:22 

 
Music arranged by Bugge Wesseltoft 

 
Bugge Wesseltoft / piano solo 

 
 
Recorded October 15 and 16, 1997  
at Rainbow Studio, Oslo, Norway 
Engineer: Jan Erik Kongshaug and Mariann Kleiven 
Produced by Siggi Loch 
 

 
Cover art by Ardy Strüwer (used by permission of the artist) 

 
 

More Bugge Wesseltoft on ACT: 
with Henning Kraggerud: Last Spring, ACT 9526-2 
Jazz at Berlin Philharmonic II: Norwegian Woods, ACT 9569-2 
Christmas With My Friends, ACT 9454-2, also available on DVD 
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Auenstraße 47, 80469 München, Germany 
Phone +49 89 72 94 92 0, Fax +49 89 72 94 92 11 
e-mail: info@actmusic.com 

Visit our website at http://www.actmusic.com 

Bugge with his daughter Maren on his lap, photo taken during the recording session by Siggi Loch, 1997 
 

13 years after: “It’s snowing on my piano“ was awarded for over 100.000 copies sold,  
photo by Fridtjof Wesseltoft, 2010 


